
 

                                                                                                                               1 

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE: 
T:  9729 3411 (7.30am - 9am & 3.20pm - 6.15pm)   

Newsletter No: 16 ~ Term 4 ~ Week 7     19th November, 

‘      We acknowledge that we are on the land of the Wurundjeri and Bunurong people of the Kulin Nation’. 

 

 

 

  30th November  - Last day 

Booklists due, either with pay-

ment online at (please see note 

later in the newsletter or you 

can leave Booklists with correct 

payment at the school office 

prior to the 30/11/2020 

 

  from Monday 14th Decem-

ber—any Booklist orders placed 

by the 30/11/2020 will be ready 

for collection from the school 

(Library/Integration Room) 

 

  Friday 11th December 

School Photos 

 

  Wednesday 16th Decem-

ber—end of school year, 

1:00pm finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

        23 ORANGE GROVE BAYSWATER 3153 

 T: 9729 3411    Email: principal@olbayswater.catholic.edu.au 

Hasn’t it been great to receive positive news that there have been so 

many ‘Double Donuts’ days here in Victoria! We are constantly remind-

ed of the need to be vigilant with our own health and, where necessary, 

to take a COVID-19 test. I am grateful to all the families in our communi-

ty who are taking this cautious approach to family health and that of our 

community. Our staff have also embraced the new ‘COVID normal’ atti-

tude. This has meant that several of our staff have isolated at home 

while awaiting results of COVID-19 tests for themselves or family mem-

bers. With community safety in mind, I have made every effort to ensure 

that replacement teachers are current (or regular) staff members that 

are known to the students. As an example, I spent a day this week 

teaching a class to ensure that the students worked with a familiar staff 

member. This is one way in which we are supporting your children 

through the transition back to classroom learning.  

 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  

On Wednesday evening (after my previous newsletter in the afternoon!) 

Catholic Schools in Melbourne were requested to confer the Sacrament 

of Confirmation on eligible students before the end of the school year. 

With the support of Fr Sebastian, we have organised our Confirmation 

Mass for Monday 7th December at 6:00pm. We are in the fortunate po-

sition that the Year Six teachers have completed the Confirmation prep-

aration program during the year, so students will revise the key con-

cepts in preparation for this special event. At the moment, COVID-19 

restrictions will limit family groups to four, including the candidate and 

the sponsor, although we hope that there will be a further ease of re-

strictions before 7th December.  

mailto:principal@olbayswater.catholic.edu.au
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SCHOOL LEADERSHIP IN 2021-2023 

During this term we have assessed the needs for 

the Leadership Structure of Our Lady of Lourdes 

Primary School. We have been fortunate to have 

outstanding leaders, both experienced and 

emerging, that are working very hard to affect 

positive change for the faith, academic and social 

outcomes of our students. As all leadership posi-

tions within the school (with the exception of 

Principal) completed their tenure in 2020, we 

have advertised and appointed our leadership 

team for the next three years (2021-2023). I am 

delighted to announce that our Leadership Team 

will consist of the following staff: 

 Learning & Teaching Leader 

              — Mr Brendan Williams 

 Religious Education Leader 

             —Mrs Cathy Carroll-Browne 

 Literacy Leader (and Writing Coach)  

             — Mrs Jess Browne 

 Numeracy Leader 

            —Mrs Belinda Mihalicek 

 Learning Diversity Leader 

           —Mrs Cathy Carroll-Browne 

 Student Wellbeing Leader 

          —Mrs Jo Sheffield 

 

We welcome Mrs Sheffield to our Leadership 

Team in 2021. With the retirement of Mrs Daw-

son, we are fortunate to have a person with an 

equally strong commitment to personal wellbe-

ing to continue to work for the benefit of all in 

our community.  

 

CANTEEN NEWS  

Following discussions with our tireless canteen 

manager, Mrs Rhonda Lee, we have decided that 

the canteen will not reopen for the remainder of 

this term. The logistics of bulk ordering food and 

drinks for the last four weeks of the school term 

made reopening impractical.  

 

I am also sad to announce that, following discus-

sions with Rhonda, the Canteen (in its current 

format) will not be open in 2021. Firstly, I want to 

acknowledge and thank Mrs Rhonda Lee for her 

many years of dedication to Our Lady of Lourdes 

Primary School. Rhonda originally worked in the 

canteen as a member of the school’s Parents & 

Friends Committee while her own children at-

tended the school. For more than 20 years since 

the departure of her own children, Rhonda has 

been a constant presence in our school, providing 

lunches and counter sales for our students (I am 

sure some students learnt more about the value of 

money in the canteen line than in the classroom!). 

We will ensure that we celebrate Rhonda’s contri-

bution to the school in an appropriate way! 

The closing of the regular Friday canteen session 

does not mean the end of ‘lunch orders.’ Working 

with the P & F, we will explore opportunities to 

provide one-off theme days for lunch orders at 

different times during the school year.  

 

STUDENT HEALTH AND ATTENDANCE  

Once again, thanks to all parents in our commu-

nity who have taken steps to ensure that children 

remain at home when they show the mildest 

symptoms of being unwell. There has also been 

an increase in communication between home 

and school, which demonstrates how well we are 

working together as a community to ensure the 

safety of our students.  

 

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE (OSHC)  

Our OSHC Service will continue to operate when 

they receive bookings this term. A reminder that 

by making a booking in Term Four your registra-

tion for OSHC automatically rolls over to the 

start of 2021. 
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Ross Williams 

Principal 

2021 CLASSES  

We have rapidly arrived at that time of the year when we are organising our staffing and classroom struc-

tures for next year. While we still have (limited) places for new Prep students, we are finding that there 

will be some areas of the school where we will need to make careful consideration of our structures.  

 

END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR  

A reminder that students will finish the 2020 school year on Wednesday, 16th December at 1:00pm. 
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* 2021 Booklists were distributed on 

Monday. If you haven’t received one 

for your child/ren or have misplaced it, 

please contact the school office on 

9729 3411. 


