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        23 ORANGE GROVE BAYSWATER 3153 

 T: 9729 3411    Email: principal@olbayswater.catholic.edu.au 

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE: 
T:  9729 3411 (7.30am - 9am & 3.20pm - 6.15pm)   

Newsletter No: 8 ~ Term 2  ~ Week 9            10th June, 2020 

‘      We acknowledge that we are on the land of the Wurundjeri and Bunurong people of the Kulin Nation’. 

 

 

  Friday 19th June 

Student Reports are sent home 

 

  Wednesday 24th June 

Parent / Teacher Interviews 

 

  Friday 26th June 

End of Term 2 ~ 1:00pm finish 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Yesterday we welcomed all Year 3-6 students back to onsite learning, which also meant that our whole 

school was back together again! There was some celebration on Tuesday morning, including singing and 

dancing, mostly from me! The full return to onsite learning brings an end to the remote learning structure 

that was so very well implemented by staff over the last eight weeks. I want to again thank all the staff for 

their efforts in ensuring that students had the opportunity to continue their learning during remote learn-

ing this term. As we transition back to onsite learning, the staff will be working together (as well as seeking 

feedback from the students) on which aspects of remote learning might be considered for continuation 

over the rest of the year. We have certainly learned that many of our students, across all levels of the 

school, have developed an independence and resilience in their learning that will be of great benefit as we 

plan for future learning. We also know, from the feedback we already have, that many students had diffi-

culty maintaining social connections during remote learning, reminding us of the significance of our wellbe-

ing programs and providing opportunities for peers to re-connect. We promise to be mindful of the stu-

dents’ needs, academic, faith and social, as we transition back to classroom learning over the next three 

weeks.  
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STAFFING NEWS 

I am very pleased to announce that Miss Ashleigh 

Bransden is returning to join our staff for the re-

mainder of the school year. Ashleigh is very well 

known to the Year 1-6 students, as she has 

worked as a Learning Support Officer at our 

school for several years. Ashleigh will work 

across different year levels on Thursdays (and 

some Fridays) for the remainder of 2020. Wel-

come back!! 

STUDENT (AND STAFF) HEALTH 

A reminder to all families of the strong expecta-

tion that any student who displays symptoms of 

being unwell (runny nose, headache, high tem-

perature, gastro symptoms, etc.) should not at-

tend school until they are well. I have also clearly 

expressed this sentiment to our staff (which 

means that I am working from home today).  

Although the State Government has stated that 

students do not need to practise physical dis-

tancing, we are taking all practical steps to en-

sure that students exhibit good personal hy-

giene, including the regular use of hand sanitiser 

in classrooms and before and after break times.  

SCHOOL REPORTS 

Our teachers are busy working to complete the 

modified school reports which will be sent home 

on Friday 19th June. As you will understand, the 

reports will differ from previous school reports, 

as the teachers have had limited time to work in 

the classroom with students over the last nine 

weeks of school. The staff are preparing an as-

sessment of each student based on their known 

level of understanding across curriculum areas. 

As per State Government expectations, the staff 

will comment on how the students transitioned 

to remote learning.  

PARENT/ TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Due to restrictions on visitors to the school at 

the moment, we are offering families the op-

portunity to participate in online Parent/ Teach-

er Interviews this term. The interviews will be 

held on Wednesday 24th June, between 12:00-

5:15pm. Once booked, families will receive an 

email (via the address given when registering) 

with a link to a Google Meet (online video con-

ference). If you would prefer a phone call, 

please contact the classroom teacher prior to 

the meeting using the same email address. 

Interviews will be strictly 10 minutes long, with 

5 minutes allowed for connection, etc.  

For most students, the teachers have a great deal 

of evidence of remote learning to call on in their 

report writing. Families will have the opportunity 

to discuss school reports and student progress at 

the upcoming Parent/ Teacher Interviews. 

ARRIVING AND DEPARTING SCHOOL 

I have received very positive feedback from par-

ents regarding the morning drop off routine 

(except for the singing and dancing on Tuesday!). 

The students have responded very well to the 

new routine, and it seems that parents are able to 

make a quick (and positive) departure from the 

school grounds. We will continue to offer this 

drop-off facility for the rest of Term Two, then 

seek feedback from parents on whether it is fea-

sible to continue into Term Three.  

The main reason for the success of this new pro-

cedure comes down to the strength of the com-

munication between parents and their children,  

so thank you for explaining, and supporting the 

changes we have made for the safety of all in our 

community.  
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PREP ENROLMENTS (We need you!) 

Now that we are returning to (hopefully!) some 

normality, we need to refocus on building our 

wonderful school. We are obviously extending 

our call for new Prep enrolments into Term 

Three, when we hope to be able to offer school 

tours (after school hours, at this stage). If you 

have a child in a Kindergarten program, could I 

ask that you please see Mel in the office to collect 

some flyers to display at the Kindergarten Cen-

tre. If you are aware of any family, friends, neigh-

bours, etc. that are interested in visiting our 

school, please feel free to collect and pass on 

school information. A reminder that, as we had a 

waiting list for our P-2 program this year (we 

have five families waiting to join our community) 

we want to ensure that all our current families 

are included in our enrolment projections for 

2021. We do plan to confirm an offer to those 

waiting families for a place at Our Lady of 

Lourdes Primary School.  

SPECIAL REQUESTS- LAST TIME! 

As we continue to refine the way we respond to the 

new routines due to COVID-19, we ask for your as-

sistance in the following ways: 

Personal headphones—We are reluctant to dis-

tribute and share headphones due to our cur-

rent circumstances. If each student could 

please have a set of headphones in their 

school bag (with the students name and 

class) it will allow the students to continue to 

engage in the positive aspects of online 

learning.  

Ice-cream containers—the square, 2 or 4 litre 

containers (no lid required). We plan to use 

these (when the students go outside) to safe-

ly store personal drink bottles on the oval, 

basketball courts, etc.  

Tissues— At the start of each year we asked that 

parents provide a couple of boxes of tissues 

for the classroom. As we expect to use more 

tissues than in previous years, we would ap-

preciate a box or two from families to replen-

ish our supplies.  

The final special request is for some expert (or 

knowledgeable) gardeners to give advice 

and complete some work restoring our Sen-

sory Garden. Over the last few months, with 

no walking traffic flowing through the gar-

den, it has become a little overgrown. If you 

can spare some time (hopefully over the next 

few weeks) helping out with advice and/or 

action, please contact the school office (I 

have had one expression of interest, however 

many hands make light work!). 

 

Ross Williams 

Principal 

 

 The    Way To GO                  

this week is…  

 

Being thankful and appreciative 

 

Being thankful for the nice things people do 

for you and the good things that happen in 

your life helps you feel happy. Letting people 

know that you are thankful or grateful for how 

they have supported and cared about you also 

makes them feel happy too.                  
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